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March 12, 2024

To Board of Education (Public Meeting)
From Nathan Ngieng, Deputy Superintendent
Re 2024-2027 Local School Calendars
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT the Board of Education adopt the proposed Local School Calendars for the 2024-25, 2025-26, and
2026-27 school years.

BACKGROUND:

Section 87.01 (7) of the School Act (attached) provides districts with latitude in setting their local calendar(s)
based on the total hours of instruction established by the Ministry of Education. The local school calendars
proposed at the January 23, 2024 Board meeting meets the prescribed minimum hours of instruction that a
Board must offer for each school year. Each proposed calendar includes a two-week Winter Break, a two-
week Spring Break, and six non-instructional days. None of these days count as a day of instruction.
The proposed calendars include two half-days for parent-teacher conferences, as per the teachers’ collective
agreement, along with two 2-hour early dismissal days during the third week of every October and February.
During the planned half-days, evening parent-teacher conferences will be offered. These evening parent-
teacher conferences are typically scheduled from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. to accommodate parents who work
during the day.

The ATU has agreed to support the proposed calendars.

2024 - 2025
¢ School begins the day after Labour Day (September 3)
¢ Two-week Winter Break (December 23 to January 3)
¢ Two-week Spring Break (March 17 to 28)
¢ Good Friday — April 18
e Easter Monday — April 21
¢ 180 days of instruction
¢ Hours of Instruction per day:
Elementary = 293 minutes (4h 53m)
Middle = 295 minutes (4h 55m)
Secondary = 317 minutes (5h 17m)
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2025 - 2026
¢ School begins the day after Labour Day (September 2)
¢ Two-week Winter Break (December 22 to January 2)
¢ Two-week Spring Break (March 16 to 27)
¢ Good Friday — April 3
¢ Easter Monday — April 6
¢ 180 days of instruction
¢ Hours of Instruction per day:
Elementary = 293 minutes (4h 53m)
Middle = 295 minutes (4h 55m)
Secondary = 317 minutes (5h 17m)

2026 - 2027
¢ School begins the day after Labour Day (September 8)
¢ Two-week Winter Break (December 21 to January 1)
* Two-week Spring Break (March 15 to 25)
¢ Good Friday — March 26
¢ Easter Monday — March 29
¢ 179 days of instruction
¢ Hours of Instruction per day:
Elementary = 294 minutes (4h 54m)
Middle = 296 minutes (4h 56m)
Secondary = 319 minutes (5h 19m)

Consultation Process and Results:

e OnlJanuary 26, 2024, parents, employees, and stakeholder groups were notified of the notice of intent
and advised of the proposed school calendars. An opportunity for input via an online survey was made
available from January 26 to February 9, 2024.

e As of February 10, 2024, a total of 1031 online calendar survey responses were received, with 74% in
support of the proposed calendars. The table below disaggregates the responses.

e Several secondary school staff expressed concern about the parent-teacher interviews not aligning
with the district’s semester system. While a separate date for high schools would resolve the problem,
this would create another problem for the District’s Transportation Department which would be
unable to complete the two end-of-school runs in time.

Responses # YES, Support Do Not Support
Parent/Guardian 604 79% 21%
School District Employee 427 64% 36%
Total 1031 74% 26%




SCHOOL CALENDAR REGULATION
Authority: School Act, R.S.B.C. 1996, c. 412, ss. 87.01, 87.02 and 168.02

BLC. Reg. 314/ 2 i e Deposited November 8, 2012
Amended by B.C. Reg. 203/2015. ...t Deposited November 4, 2015
Amended by B.C. Reg. 211/2016. ... .uiniiiii e Deposited August 3, 2016
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Amended by B.C. Reg. 212/2023. ... oo e Deposited September 26, 2023

NOTICE: The following regulation is not the official version. To obtain an official version of this regulation please contact Crown

Publications, King’s Printer, Telephone (250) 387-6409, Fax (250) 387-1120 or Internet www.crownpub.bc.ca

Application of Regulation

1 This regulation applies to the school calendar for the 2013/2014 school year and
subsequent school years.

Definitions

2 In this regulation:

"Act" means the School Act;

"day of instruction' means, in respect of any school, a day in a school calendar year in which
students receive instruction in an educational program;

"days in session' means, in respect of any school, the days in a school calendar year on which the
principal, vice principals, directors of instruction and teachers of the school are scheduled to
be available for instructional, non-instructional or administrative activities;

"non-instructional day" means, in respect of any school, a day in session in a school calendar
year that is not a day of instruction;

“non-instructional period” means, in respect of any school, a period of time in a day in session in

a school calendar year during which students do not receive instruction.
[am. BC Reg. 203/15, effective Nov 4/15]

Prescribed minimum hours of instruction
3 (1) REPEALED by B.C. Reg. 020/2022, effective February 9, 2022

(2) Subject to subsections (2.1) and (3), the following are the prescribed minimum hours of
instruction that a board must offer to students enrolled in the schools in its school district in the
2019/2020 school year and subsequent school years:

(a) 853 hours of instruction for students in kindergarten;
(b) 878 hours of instruction for students in grades 1 to 7;
(c) 952 hours of instruction for students in grades 8 to 12.

BC Ministry of Education and Child Care
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(2.1) Subject to subsection (3), the following are the prescribed minimum hours of
instruction that a board must offer to students enrolled in the schools in its school district in the
2021/2022 school year:

(a) 823 hours of instruction for students in kindergarten;
(b) 848 hours of instruction for students in grades 1 to 7;
(c) 922 hours of instruction for students in grades 8 to 12.

(3) There are no prescribed minimum hours of instruction that a board must offer to

students enrolled in a distributed learning school.
[en. BC Reg. 203/15, effective Nov 4/15; am. BC Reg. 033/18, effective Feb 1/18; am. BC Reg. 221/21, effective Aug 12, 2021; am. BC Reg. 020/22, effective February
20, 2022; am. BC Reg. 064/22, effective March 15, 2022]

Prescribed information in school calendars

4 (1) For the purposes of section 87.01(3) (b) [school calendar] of the Act, the following
information is prescribed in respect of a school calendar for a school that is not a distributed
learning school:

(a) subject to subsection (3), the number and dates of the days in session;

(b) subject to subsection (3), the number and dates of each day of instruction;
(c) the vacation periods and the dates of statutory holidays;

(d) the dates of each non-instructional day;

(e) the number of hours of instruction offered to students in each grade.

(2) For the purposes of section 87.01(3) (b) of the Act, the following information is
prescribed in respect of a school calendar for a distributed learning school:

(a) the number and dates of the days in session;

(b) the dates on which the principal, vice principals, directors of instruction and
teachers of the school are available for instruction;

(c) the vacation periods and the dates of statutory holidays.

(3) A board is not required to include in a school calendar the information described in
subsection (1) (a) and (b) if the days are for optional or remedial learning activities scheduled
during vacation periods.

Consultations

5 (1) For the purposes of section 87.01 (7) [school calendar] of the Act, a board must make
publicly available a school calendar that it proposes to submit to the minister under section 87.01
(5) or (6) of the Act at least one month before the date the school calendar must be submitted to the
minister.

BC Ministry of Education and Child Care
Governance, Legislation and Workforce Branch D-52 September 29, 2023



SCHOOL CALENDAR REGULATION

(2) The board must provide an opportunity to
(a) the parents of the students enrolled in each school to which the proposed school
calendar is to apply, and
(b) representatives of employees of the board assigned to the school
to provide comments to the board with respect to the school calendar made publicly available
under subsection (1).

(3) For certainty, subsections (1) and (2) do not apply in respect of a school calendar that
has been amended based on comments previously provided under subsection (2).

Amending a school calendar

6 (1) For the purposes of section 87.02 [school calendar — amendment] of the Act, a board
must make publicly available proposed amendments to a school calendar at least one month before
making the amendments.

(2) A board must, as soon as practicable and, in any event, within 30 days of amending a
school calendar under section 87.02 of the Act, provide the minister with the amended school
calendar.

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply to a board that reschedules a non-instructional day
previously scheduled in a school calendar if the board gives notice of the change to
(a) the parents of the students enrolled in the school to which the proposed change is
to apply, and
(b) the representatives of employees of the board assigned to the school.

(4) REPEALED. [B.C. Reg. 6/2018, s. 2.]
(5) REPEALED by B.C. Reg. 212/2023, effective September 26, 2023

(6) Subsection (1) does not apply in relation to an amendment, made for the purpose of

complying with section 8 (2) of this regulation, to a school calendar for the 2023/2024 school year.
[am. BC Reg. 203/15, effective Nov 4/15; am. BC Reg. 033/18, effective Feb 1/18; am. BC Reg. 221/21, effective Aug 12, 2021; am. BC Reg. 064/22, effective March
15, 2022; am. BC Reg. 212/23, effective September 26, 2023]

Form of school calendar

7 A board must use the school calendar forms published by the minister to
(a) submit one or more school calendars to the minister under section 87.01 [school
calendar] of the Act, and
(b) provide an amended school calendar to the minister under section 6 (2) of this
regulation.

BC Ministry of Education and Child Care
Governance, Legislation and Workforce Branch D-53 September 29, 2023



SCHOOL CALENDAR REGULATION

Designation of purpose for non-instructional days and periods

8 (1) REPEALED by B.C. Reg. 020/2022, effective February 9, 2022

(2) In each of the 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 school years, a board must schedule at least
one non-instructional day for the purpose of providing teachers with an opportunity to participate
in discussions and activities that focus on both of the following:

(a) enhancing Indigenous student achievement;
(b) integrating Indigenous world views and perspectives into learning environments.

(3) REPEALED by B.C. Reg. 020/2022, effective February 9, 2022

(4) For certainty, nothing in subsection (2) prevents a board from providing an opportunity
for parents of students attending schools in the district, other employees of the board and members
of the community to participate in the non-instructional day or periods described in that subsection.

[en. BC Reg. 192/13, effective June 28/13; am. BC Reg. 80/14, effective July 1/14; am. BC Reg. 119/15, effective July 1/15; en. BC Reg. 203/15, effective Nov 4/15; am.
BC Reg. 211/16, effective Aug 3/16; am. BC Reg. 033/18, effective Feb 1/18; am. BC Reg. 138/19, effective April 17/19; am. BC Reg. 020/22, effective
February 20, 2022; am. BC Reg. 212/23, effective September 26, 2023]
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2024-2025 School Calendar (PROPOSED)
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- Statutory Holiday

School Vacation/In lieu day

Instructional

September 3 - First Day of School
September 30 - National Day

for Truth and Reconciliation

October 14 - Thanksgiving Day
November 11 - Remembrance Day
December 23 to January 3 - Winter Break
January 6 - Schools Reopen

February 17 - Family Day
March 17 to 28 - Spring Break
March 31 - Schools Reopen

April 18 - Good Friday
April 21 - Easter Monday
May 19 - Victoria Day

June 26 - Last Day for Students
June 27 - Last Day for Teachers

Secondary Schools
Semester 1: September 3 (88 days)
Semester 2: January 27 (92 days)

Hours of Instruction Per Day
Elementary = 293 minutes (4h 53m)
Middle = 295 minutes (4h 55m)
Secondary = 317 minutes (5h 17m)

NI Days (Pro-D/Admin)

Sep 27, Oct 25, Nov 8,

Feb 14, Apr 17, May 16

Parent/Guardian-Teacher Conferences & Early Dismissals
Early Dismissal on Oct 23, 24 & Feb 19,20

Evening parent/guardian-teacher conferences on Oct 23 &
Feb 19

Dec 13, Mar 7, Jun 26 (Elementary/Middle)

Jan 24, June 26 (Secondary)

Days of Instruction = 180

- National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (in lieu day)

- Non-instructional Days (NI Days) - No school for students



2025-2026 School Calendar (PROPOSED)

AUGUST
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31 January 5 - Schools Reopen
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1 Semester 1: September 2 (93 days)
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Semester 2: February 2 (87 days)
9 H 12 | 13 | 14 | 15
16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 Hours of Instruction Per Day
23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 Elementary = 293 minutes (4h 53m)

30

Middle = 295 minutes (4h 55m)
Secondary = 317 minutes (5h 17m)
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Evening parent/guardian-teacher conferences on Oct 22 &

AR APRIL Feb 18
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15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 16 | 17 @ 18 Days of Instruction = 180
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29 | 30 | 31 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 |

2 1 2 3 4 5 6
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31
School Vacation/In lieu day Instructional

- Statutory Holiday - National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (in lieu day)

- Non-instructional Days (NI Days) - No school for students



2026-2027 School Calendar (PROPOSED)

September 8 - First Day of School
September 30 - National Day

N
w
IS

for Truth and Reconciliation

12 | 13 | 14 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 October 12 - Thanksgiving Day

19 | 20 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 November 11 - Remembrance Day

26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31 December 21 to January 1 - Winter Break

January 4 - Schools Reopen

February 15 - Family Day

March 15 to 25 - Spring Break

March 26 - Good Friday
March 29 - Easter Monday

March 30 - Schools Reopen

10 11 12
17 18 19

May 24 - Victoria Day

June 29 - Last Day for Students

June 30 - Last Day for Teachers

w
2
9
16
0| 21 22| 23 24 [FHN 2
27 | 28 | 29 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 31
w
4

0 R

S M T T F S S M T w T F S Secondary Schools
2 3 4 5 Semester 1: September 8 (88 days)

1 2 3 5 6 7 6 7 8 9 10 | 11 | 12 Semester 2: February 1 (91 days)
8 9 | 10 12 | 13 | 14 13 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 @ 18 19
15 | 16 | 17 18 | 19 [FIN 21 20 21 2| 3| 4 26 Hours of Instruction Per Day
22 0 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 27 0 28 | 29 | 30 31 Elementary = 294 minutes (4h 54m)
29 | 30 Middle = 296 minutes (4h 56m)

Secondary = 319 minutes (5h 19m)

ANUAR FEBRUARY
s M T w T F S

NI Days (Pro-D/Admin)

Sep 25, Oct 23, Nov 20,

10 | 11 | 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 | 16 Feb 12, Apr 23, May 21

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Parent/Guardian-Teacher Conferences & Early Dismissals

Early Dismissal on Oct 21, 22 & Feb 17, 18
Evening parent/guardian-teacher conferences on Oct 21 &
Feb 17

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

s moT ow T F s
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 Dec 11, Mar 5, Jun 29 (Elementary/Middle)

7 8 9 10 | 11 | 12 | 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Jan 29, June 29 (Secondary)

14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 1 | 12 | 13 | 14 15 | 16 @ 17 Days of Instruction = 179

1 1 2 3 5
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9 | 10 | 11 | 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 13 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 @ 18 @ 19
16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 [ 22 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 25 26
23 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 27 | 28 29 [JEM
30 | 31

School Vacation/In lieu day Instructional

- Statutory Holiday - National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (in lieu day)

- Non-instructional Days (NI Days) - No school for students
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Abbotsford School District |
Engagement Portal
Local School Calendars: 2024-2027

v bo* BANG THE TABLE
«3~- engagermentHQ.

Visitors Summary Highlights

MAX VISITORS PER
| TOTAL VISI§ DAY

1500
3.1k 926
NEW
REGISTRATI
1000 ONS
500
ENGAGED INFORMED§ AWARE
VISITORS VISITORS VISITORS
29 Jan '24 12 Feb '24 1k 1.2k 29Kk
— Pageviews Visitors
Aware Participants 2,914 Engaged Participants 1,031
Aware Actions Performed Participants Engaged Actions Performed
Registered Unverified Anonymous
Visited a Project or Tool Page 2,914
Informed Participants 1,186 Contributed on Forums 0 0 0
. . Participated in Surveys 4 0 1,027
Informed Actions Performed Participants
Contributed to Newsfeeds 0 0 0
Viewed a video 0
) Participated in Quick Polls 0 0 0
Viewed a photo 0
Posted on Guestbook 0 0 0
Downloaded a document 109 osted on uesibooks
Visited the Key Dates page 0 Contributed to Stories 0 0 0
Visited an FAQ list Page 0 Asked Questions 0 0 0
Visited Instagram Page 0 Placed Pins on Places 0 0 0
Visited Muttiple Project Pages 152 Contributed to Ideas 0 0 0
Contributed to a tool (engaged) 1,031




Abbotsford School District | Engagement Portal : Summary Report for 01 March 2021 to 22 February 2024

ENGAGEMENT TOOLS SUMMARY

0 1 0 0 0

FORUM TOPICS SURVEYS NEWS FEEDS QUICK POLLS GUEST BOOKS

0 0 0

STORIES Q8A S PLACES

Tool Type Contributors
Engagement Tool Name Tool Status Visitors
Registered Unverified Anonymous
Survey Tool
y SURVEY: Local School Calendars 2238 4 0 1027

Page 2 of 7
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INFORMATION WIDGET SUMMARY

3

DOCUMENTS

0 0 0

PHOTOS VIDEOS FAQS

0

KEY DATES

Widget Type
Engagement Tool Name Visitors Views/Downloads

Document

2024-2025 School Calendar 101 102
Document

2025-2026 School Calendar 26 26
Document

2026-2027 School Calendar 19 20

Page 3 of 7
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ENGAGEMENT TOOL: SURVEY TOOL
SURVEY: Local School Calendars

Visitors [eets Contributors [l0ER CONTRIBUTIONS HieES

Please select what best applies to you.

750 632
500
260
250 121
el
|

Question options
@ | am a parent/guardian of a current Abbotsford School District student. @ 1am an employee of the Abbotsford School District.

@ 1 am a parent/guardian of a current student AND an employee of the Abbotsford School District.

@ 1 am a student of the Abbotsford School District @ | am a community member. @ Other

Mandatory Question (1031 response(s))

Question type: Checkbox Question

Page 4 of 7
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If you are an employee, please select what best applies to you.

300

203
200 148
77
100
20 12 7
_ | ——

Question options
@ Teacher @ Support Staff @ School / District Principal or Vice-Principal @ Operations Management @ Casual Pool
@ Other

Optional question (453 response(s), 578 skipped)

Question type: Checkbox Question

Page 5 of 7
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If you are a student, please select what best applies to you.

80 68

60

40

20

Question options
@ I'm an elementary school student (K-5). @ I'm a middle school student (Grade 6-8).

@ I'm a secondary school student (Grade 9 - 12). @ Other

Optional question (201 response(s), 830 skipped)

Question type: Checkbox Question

Page 6 of 7



Abbotsford School District | Engagement Portal : Summary Report for 01 March 2021 to 22 February 2024

| support the proposed school calendars.

268 (26.0%)

- 763 (74.0%)

Question options
®Yes © No

Mandatory Question (1031 response(s))

Question type: Radio Button Question

Page 7 of 7
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