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March 11, 2025

To Board of Education (Public Meeting)
From Sean Nosek, Superintendent/CEO
Re 2025 Heroes in Education Honoured by Abbotsford Community

This report is presented to the Board for information.

BACKGROUND:

We are thrilled to announce that the Abbotsford News has published a special edition honoring Abbotsford's
Heroes in Education(attached). These remarkable educators, selected through nominations from our
community members, exemplify dedication and passion for nurturing the minds of our students. Their
unwavering commitment not only enriches the lives of our students but also strengthens the fabric of our
community.

Over the next month, we will be featuring these honourees on our social media channels, highlighting their
contributions and the profound impact they've had on our schools and community. Join us in recognizing
these heroes who help shape the future of #Abbyschools!

Danielle Petrie, ELL & Library Learning Commons Teacher from Ecole Centennial Park Elementary
e At Centennial Park (CPARK), Danielle became the glue that holds everyone together. Danielle started
her career in 1999 and has been at CPARK since 2017. The community nominated her because "no
matter who you are at CPARK, you can always count on Danielle to welcome you with a friendly smile,
a hug, words of encouragement, a shoulder to cry on, and an objective and active ear."
Satvinder Gill, Custodian From Chief Dan George Middle
e A student at Chief Dan George Middle School nominated Satvinder because she is always friendly to
all the students and goes above and beyond to make sure everyone feels comfortable at school. She
has also contributed food to help out with class parties and donated freezies during the summer
months to help students get a cool treat in the heat.
Terry Ninkovic, EA From Clayburn Middle
e Terry has been working with young people in education for the past 47 years. She's worked at several
schools in the District as an EA for the last 15. For her, "it's trying to adapt things so that all the kids
can be a part of what the class is doing. It's so neat to see when the lights come on."
Teresa Chan, Social Studies Teacher From Yale Secondary
e Teresa knew she wanted to become a teacher since the age of three. Her colleague nominated her
for being an exceptional and beloved teacher. "Teresa has demonstrated unwavering commitment to
the well-being and success of her students, going above and beyond the call of duty in every aspect
of her role."


https://www.instagram.com/explore/search/keyword/?q=abbyschools
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The Abbotsford News is honoured to
Y. 8 profile 2025 “Heroes in Education” from
g a long and amazing list of nominees
,3\ &) sent to us by our readers.
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support education in Abbotsford.
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- school environment safe for every-
- gne,
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as shocked,” she said, laugh-
ut it was a happy and nice
Now I feel like — oh defi-
'y appreciate my work.
-everything for me. I know
that they do, but this was..
d 2
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years now, previously work-
-another school and working
re aid in care homes before
into the public school sys-
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_ Gill always brings positive energy

I care so much.”

She’s been employed at the
school district sinee 2007 and said
she loves everything about being in
the school environment.

“I enjoy caring about the kids,”
she said. “I want to clean properly
for them and I love, love to work
with the staff also.” :

Gill explained that one thing she
always tries to do is bring a positive
energy to work. Any other stresses
or issues she might be facing else-
where are left at the door.

“Every day, it doesn’t matter
what happened before, once I enter
the school door I am in a different
atmosphere here,” she said. “I feel
like — the kids give you love, they
see you, they say hello and that
I look nice today — these kmds of
things make my day.”

The nomination form stated that
Gill is always friendly to all the stu-
dents and goes above and beyond to

‘make sure everyone feels comfort-

“Wherever I work, I work for

my heart,” she said. “I do care very

much, sometlmes my co-workers
say it’s too muc’
She explamed that custodians

work morning or evenings shifts
‘and Gill has done both over the

years. Morning shift workers have
to make sure the classrooms are all
ready to go first thing and then cus-
todians respond to calls and making
sure things are perfect inside the
school. Evening workers deal with
the accumulation of a full day of

activity and try to set thmgs up for
the following morning.

Gill said she believes that the role
of a custodian is to maintain a safe
and clean envu'onment,, ut also
there for students. . ="

“Kids need someone posmve‘

around them 4 sh"'

able at school. She has also contrib- any

uted food to help out with class par-
ties and has donated freezies during

the summer months to help students' :

get a cool treat in the heat.

Gill has two children of her own
in their 30s and said being around
all the young children helps her
relive some of her younggr‘;days and
feel youthful herself.

Story by Ben Lypka « Photos by John Morrow
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auren Gloanec believes that
fostering the spiritual and
emotional growth of young
people is just as unportant at

ment — and that the arts play a crucial
ole.
- Gloanec, selected as one of Abbots-
ford’s Heroes in Education, is a drama
musical theatre teacher at St. John
uf Regional Secondary.
e believes the power of the
orming arts cannot be underesti-
particularly at a time when so
ung people suffer from men-
th challenges such as anxiety
ression. ;
. performing arts are import-
just as a story to distract us,
arning to step into the skin of
ne else and to practise compas-
empathy. Or to stand up in
s and do something scary, to
rable in front of your peers
et with people who support
heer you on,” she said.
g a course where we put
e laptops and stand up in front
r humans, holding direct eye

teaches drama for students
'8 to 12, musical theatre to
10 to 12, Social Studies 8, and
0 Educanon 9.

serforming arts is her passion.
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ST. JOHN BREBEUF

versity, earning a diploma in musical
theatre performance and a bachelor of
arts with a major in theatre and minor
in music.

Gloanec was first inspired to go
into teaching by her mom, who taught
French in elementary school, and
then later by high school teachers and
instructors at voice lessons and theatre
camps.

“I think teachers in the arts can’t

help but show their passion for the

craft, and it’s contagious,” she said.

Gloanec had planned to pursue a
career on the stage, but teaching was
more conducive to raising chﬂdren.
(She and her husband, who is also a
teacher, have three sons.)

She has been at St. John Brebeuf
since she started teaching in 2017 and
has helped grow the drama program
from classes being held in an old por-
table on site to now being held in a
massive open classroom i inan addition
built to the school.

Gloanec works closely with fellow

teachers Veronica Van Vliet and Laura z

de Fleuriot.

“We feel like we’ve hit our creative
collaboratlve stride together. I take the
reins with artistic direction, Veronica
is head of production and any tech/
crew and backstage. elements as well
as some of the music direction, and
Laura also takes on music direction
and runs rehearsals on the days I can’t

Story by Vikki Hopes « Photos by John Morrow

She studied theatre and music in uni-

“As a senior student who |
the pleasure of bemg taug
 directed by Mrs. Glox 1

an msplratlon to me and many‘ ether‘
students in our commumty”
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asmesh Punjabi School
looks a lot different now
than it did when Sharon
Black first started there

The elementary teacher said that
ne of the blggest changes has been
heer size of the school, going
from less than 200 students to more
00

ments made to the level of

on at the school, including -

lys have evaluators

th_e evaluators choose

language, and literacy tohelp
gling learners become more
at language arts courses. Black has
tried to inject a bit of fun into the
learning by utilizing a wide range

of children’s books and popular

songs to engage students. :
It’s this dedication to helping all

of her students that has inspired
Dasmesh Punjabi School busmess ‘

manager Loveraj Grewal to nemg‘
nate Black as a Hero )
“Mrs. Black hasc
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The City of Abbotsford’s Economic Development Department
congratulates the 2025 Indigenous Role Models, to be celebrated

SEQUOIA LEVAN

Shawnee Tribe &
Walla Walla Tribe

Robert Bateman
Secondary School

KIANNA MCNEIL
Sema:th First Nation

Bakerview Centre
for Learning
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by the Abbotsford School District in April.

2025 INDIGENOUS ROLE MODELS

EMILIA BYLOW
Métis

Yale Secondary School

A \Zh.

ME

ISAAC LINDSAY

Dogrib Rae
First Nation

W.J Mouat
Secondary School

indigenous.abbyschools.ca

MAX TAIT

Kitsumkalum
First Nation

Yale Secondary School

JASON HARLOW
Nisga’a First Nation

WJ Mouat
Secondary School

ACADIA TONEY
Métis

Abbotsford Senior
Secondary School

g 1
CIARA MORAES

Tsimshian First Nation,
LAX KWALAAMS band

()
£

Robert Bateman

Secondary School
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DHEJA COGHILL

Saik’uz First Nation

Abbotsford Senior
Secondary School

PEARL LEVAN

Shawnee Tribe &
Walla Walla Tribe

Robert Bateman
Secondary School
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t’s been a lifetime of work-
ing with young people for
 Clayburn Middle School
educational assistant Terry

For the past 47 years she has

been working with young people
in the education in some form for

cally her entire life.

ers really started by taking

of her sister, who was born
th spina bfida. Ninkovic helped
of her younger sibling for years

| that time helped develop a keen

extremely rewarding.

But even before her t1me in the'

public school system, she spent sev-

eral years teaching ECE at Abbots-  a

ford’s Columbia Bible College.
Although she worked with more

mature students there, it was all

part of her journey helping students
achieve their goals.

“I did my ECE though the. college '

and at one point one of the ladies

retired and [ was asked to take over :

their job,” she said, noting that she
also running the preschoo
tlme “It ‘was _]ust SO ¢

Story by Ben Lypka - Photos by John Morrow
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‘Thank You!

To every teacher, educator, and staff member who supports our
: -students successes;

: To every parent, guardlan, and famlly member who nurtures
and encourages them; :

To every student who inspires us as we watch you leam, gow’
‘and thnve, Thank you.

‘We extend our gratitude to all who support our students on lf
their j journey and help them prepare fora Metlme of sucoess.

i Rl gy

The Abbotsford School District proudly serves over 20,000 students across 46
schools, offering a range of high-quality programs designed to engage and challenge
every student. Our 3,000 staff members are committed to creating meaningful,
innovative, and relevant educational experiences.

www.abbyschools.ca




